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ACTION COA-02 

INFO OCT-OI EUR-25 10-13 ADP-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-07 H-03 
INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-IO PA-03 RSC-01 PRS-OI SS-I5 
USIA-I5 INT-08 CG-00 EB-II COME-00 DOTE-00 RSR-01 
/I29 W 

1 1 1444 

R3II920Z AUG73 
FM AMEMBASSY REYKJAVIK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3916 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
USEC BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY OSLO 
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 
USUN NEW YORK 361 
USMISSION NATO 
USOECD PARIS 501 
USMISSION GENEVA 
CINCLANT 
COMICEDEFOR 
NISRA KEFLAVIK 

UNCLAS REYKJAVIK 1019 

E.O. 1 1652: N/A 
TAGS: PBOR IC UK 

SUBJECT: EISHERIES DISPUTE: ICELAND PROTESTS RAMMING INCIDENT 
REE: REYKJAVIK 1009 

1. BEGIN SUMMARY. PRIMIN MADE PUBLIC STATEMENT DEPLORING 
ACCIDENT RESULTING IN DEATH OF ICELANDIC COAST GUARDSMAN. MFA 
DELIVERED OFFICIAL PROTEST TO BRITISH AMBASSADOR. END SUMMARY 
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2. ACCORDING TO PRESS, PRIMIN JOHANNESSON DESCRIBED AUGUST 29 
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RAMMING INCIDENT WHICH RESULTED IN DEATH OE ICELANDIC COAST 
GUARDSMAN AS A "DEPLORABLE ACCIDENT" THAT COULD BE TRACED 
"INDIRECTLY" TO MEASURES UNDERTAKEN BY BRITISH FRIGATE APOLLO 
AND TUGBOAT STATESMAN OPERATING WITHIN ICELANDIC FISHERIES LIMITS. 
PRIMIN EXPRESSED PROFOUND SYMPATHY TO FAMILY OF DECEASED. 

3. MFA SECGEN THORSTEINSSON DELIVERED FOLLOWING PROTEST NOTE TO 
BRITISH AMBASSADOR MCKENZIE LATE AFTERNOON AUGUST 30: 

"THE ICELANDIC GOVERNMENT ONCE MORE STRONGLY PROTESTS AGAINST 
THE NUMEROUS VIOLATIONS OE INTERNATIONAL RULES OF NAVIGATION BY 
BRITISH WARSHIPS, TUGBOATS AND FISHING TRAWLERS IN ICELANDIC 
WATERS AND AGAINST THE INTENTIONAL RAMMING OF ICELANDIC COAST 
GUARD VESSELS. 

"IN THE COURSE OF REPAIRING DAMAGES RESULTING EROM SUCH CONDUCT 
BY A BRITISH WARSHIP AND A BRITISH TUGBOAT HUMAN LITE HAS NOW 
BREN LOST. 

"THE ICELANDIC GOVERNMENT REPEATS ITS DEMAND THAT WARSHIPS AND 
TUGBOATS SENT TO ICELANDIC WATERS BY THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT BE 
WITHDRAWN WITHOUT FURTHER DELAY." 

4. ICELANDIC PRESS CARRIED AP ITEM REPORTING THAT BRITISH DCM IN 
REYKJAVIK HAD TOLD PRESS THAT BRITISH EMBASSY /GREATLY DEPLORED/ 
THE INCIDENT RESULTING FROM COLLISION BETWEEN FRIGATE APOLLO AND 
ICELANDIC COAST GUARD CUTTER AEGIR. HE ALSO REPORTEDLY 
REJECTED ICELANDIC PROTEST AND STATED THAT BRITISH GOVERNMENT 
REGARDED COLLISION TO BE EAULT OE AEGIR. IRVING 
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